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“The European Union is made up of 28 Member 
States who have decided to gradually link together 
their know-how, resources and destinies. Together, 
during a period of enlargement of 60 years, they 
have built a zone of stability, democracy and 
 sustainable development whilst maintaining cultural 
diversity, tolerance and individual freedoms.

The European Union is committed to sharing its 
achievements and its values with countries and 
peoples beyond its borders.”

The Hanns Seidel Foundation, founded in 1967, is 
a German political foundation, close to the Christian 
Social Union (CSU), providing political education “in 
the Service of Democracy, Peace and Development” 
in Germany and abroad. It has been working for more 
than 35 years in the field of development cooperation 
and is currently taking an active part in approximately 
100 projects in around 60 countries worldwide.

Our international activities based on Christian- social 
ideals seek to promote humane living conditions 
and to contribute to sustainable development by 
strengthening peace, democracy and social market 
economy. In cooperation with our local partners we 
realize pro jects in the areas of political consulting 
and education. Our partners’ independency and 
ownership are of particular importance to us.
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Improvement of rural living conditions through healthy forests – establishment of a Training Centre for Sustainable Forestry

THE PROJECT

The DPRK, once being richly endowed with forests, experi-
ences a continuous decrease in forested areas beyond the 
natural regeneration rate. Between 1990 and 2005, forest 
clearance lead to a deterioration of forest and wooded land 
of more than 20,000 square kilometers, equivalent to 25 % 
of the total forested area (FAO, 2005).

In line with policy announcements of DPRK, the project of 
HSF will contribute to reforestation and thereby also in-
crease economic viability of rural communities affected by 
deforestation. The project “Improvement of rural living 
conditions through healthy forests – establishment of a 
Training Centre for Sustainable Forestry” will contribute to 
long-term sustainable forest policies having a positive  impact 
on food security in the DPRK.

PLACES OF ACTION

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, China, Mongolia, 
Germany, Belgium and Finland.

THE PARTNERS

Forest Management Research Institute (FMRI) under the 
Ministry of Land and Environment Protection (MoLEP)

The FMRI and the MoLEP have been cooperating with HSF 
since more than 5 years. The MoLEP is responsible for the 
protection of the environment. The FMRI, in particular, is 
carrying out model reforestation projects and other projects 
on forestry modernization. 

OBJECTIVES

u  Improvement of rural living conditions
u  Introduction of methods of sustainable forestry in DPRK
u  Increasing food security in the DPRK

The project has the aim to improve the living conditions in 
deforested areas. Persistent technical and organizational 
deficiencies and deficits should be eliminated and then 
lead to increased food security in the DPRK, especially for 
the population living in deforested areas.

EXPECTED RESULTS 

u  A self-sufficient institutional structure fostering a sus-
tainable forest management system in the DPRK will be 
established

u  The technical knowledge in the field of forestry will be 
increased

u  Contacts between the relevant technical and scientific 
counter-parts in the DPRK and in Europe and in neigh-
bouring countries (China, Mongolia) are established

u  Rural development through reforestation will be achieved

MAIN ACTIVITIES

u  Setting up a Sustainable Forest Management Training 
Centre 

u  Setting up a 80 ha reforestation plantation model in 
Sangso-Ri (Taedong-gun, South Pyongan Province)

u  International and local seminars in the DPRK 
u  Training in China and Mongolia
u  Study trips to Europe

TARGET GROUP AND FINAL BENEFICIARIES

u  Staff of the Forest Management Research Institute
u  Staff of further forest-related institutes and 

 organizations
u  Staff of regional and local forest organizations 
u  The forestry service of DPRK
u  The population living in deforested areas

OUR WORK IN DPRK

HSF works since 2003 in DPRK with projects on sus-
tainable forestry, organic agriculture, carbon finance 
and economic development and trade.


